Central Basin Investigation Team:
This year was the first full year of the Central Basin Investigation Team, CBIT.  This team is comprised of investigators from Quincy, Ephrata, Othello, and Moses Lake police departments, as well as the Grant and Adams County Sheriff’s Departments, Washington State Patrol, and the Department of Fish and Wildlife.  In all there are twelve detectives, four supervisors, and a team commander assigned to this team, this includes four from the Moses Lake Police Department.  The team was initially formed to investigate officer involved shootings, major accidents, and major use of force incidents where significant injuries are sustained.  In 2009 it was decided by the CBIT board, made up of Chiefs and Sheriff’s, the team would also be available to assist in homicide investigations.

In 2009 the team was activated twice.  The first activation occurred after an Adams County Sheriff’s sergeant fired his weapon at the conclusion of a pursuit of robbery suspects.  While no one was injured in this event, the team was crucial in identifying the suspects in the robbery, which was an Othello PD case, and in the apprehension of the suspects.

The second activation of the team came at the end of the year, December 29th.  The Ephrata PD requested the team to investigate a homicide in their jurisdiction.  While normally the agency that requests the team on a homicide investigation maintains the lead in the case, that was not possible for this incident.  As a result the team took over the entire case with an initial response of detectives from Quincy PD, Moses Lake PD, WSP, and the Grant county Sheriff’s Office.  While the case is still ongoing as of the time of this report, detectives have conducted nine search warrants, and have traveled to at least five states following up leads.  

Along with call out responsibilities the team also holds trimester meetings to discuss current training issues, conduct training, and debrief incidents.
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