Investigations
The Investigations section is tasked with investigating major crimes and narcotics trafficking.  The officers are assigned to the section for at least three year tours, but can extend with the approval of the Chief.  Once officers are assigned as a detective they are rotated through specialized training such as Basic Crime Scene, Interviewing, Homicide Investigation, Sexual Assault Investigation, and Arson Investigations.  Additional training is assigned based on crime trends, needs, and the specialty of the detective, as is the case with the narcotics detective.                                                                        

Sergeant Mike Williams, and Detectives Juan Rodriguez, Dean Gaddis, and Alan Barrowman were assigned to this section.  Detective Barrowman was assigned to the Interagency Narcotics Enforcement Team (INET), a multi agency team, which is operated by the Grant County Sheriff’s Office and supervised by one of their sergeants.    

In 2009 the major crimes detectives handled 172 cases.  Most of these cases were either forwarded from patrol officers, who initially responded and prepared a report, or from a call out to the scene immediately after an incident had occurred.  A majority of cases assigned to detectives fall under the title “Sex Offense” which could mean a variety of offenses including Rape and Child Molestation.  Another area where a significant number of cases fall is “Property Crimes,” which includes Burglary, Fraud, and Identity Theft.  Investigators were also called out to assaults, shootings, death scenes other than Homicide, and serious/fatal accidents in 2009.
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Some of the more significant cases handled by Investigations in 2009 were:

McNeil Burglary Ring: This was a case that originated from a patrol officer recovering a stolen vehicle.  The officer recognized there was more to the incident and detectives were brought in to take over the case.  
McNeil Burglary Ring Cont.

Sergeant Williams tracked down various leads which led to the arrest of six subjects, including a career burglar.  In all twenty two search warrants were served, recovering hundreds of stolen items and narcotics.  The investigation solved at least fifteen burglaries in Moses Lake, Warden, and the rural Grant County area.  The main suspect was sentenced to nine years.

Garcia burglary/fraud ring: Detectives worked a variety of cases and were able to connect them to one individual.  When search warrants were served on this case items belonging to one hundred victims were located.
Internal Thefts/Embezzlement: This was not one case, but a number that when added together accounted for $400,000 dollars in thefts.  In most cases the suspects were long time trusted employees, in one case a relative.  As a result of these cases an education program was put in place and presented to local businesses by detectives.

Macken: Mr. Macken was wanted out of California for the crime of Torture.  Closer to home, he was involved in a home invasion robbery, pursuit, and officer involved shooting in Othello and unincorporated Adams County.  Detective Gaddis assisted in the officer involved shooting investigation.  He also worked with the US Marshals to track down Macken and take him into custody.  This case, and Detective Gaddis’ hard work, has led to his part time assignment to the US Marshal’s Fugitive Apprehension Team.

As stated before, the Moses Lake Police Department has a detective assigned to INET.  This unit has detectives assigned from Quincy PD, Moses Lake PD, Ephrata PD, the Washington State Patrol, and the Grant County Sheriff’s Office.  In 2009 this team handled 91 cases, made 45 arrests, seized $45,000 in cash, 268 grams of Cocaine, 13,000 Marijuana plants, 10,000 grams of processed Marijuana, 220 grams of Methamphetamine, and 20 vehicles.

