Moses Lake Regional Tactical Response Team (TRT)
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The Moses Lake Regional Tactical Response Team was formed in 1999, and is comprised of officers from the Moses Lake Police Department, the Grant County Sheriff’s Office, the Moses Lake Fire Department, the Ephrata Police Department, the Grand Coulee Police Department, and the Adams County Sheriff’s Office.  The team is specially trained and equipped to deal with the most dangerous and complex situations facing law enforcement, such as high risk search warrants, armed and barricaded subjects, and hostage situations.  The team is responsible for incidents in Grant and Adams counties.  In addition to the specialized training, the team has numerous less than lethal force tools that are not generally available to patrol officers to resolve situation.  This includes kinetic impact projectiles, such as bean bags and rubber batons, as well as CS gas.  These tools have helped the team resolve a number of tense situations.

The team implements other measures beyond weapons or other devices.  Assigned to the team are a number of crisis negotiators to communicate with suspects in an effort to resolve the situation without direct action.  Most of the negotiators are commissioned officers, however, the team also has access to mental health professionals to respond to incidents as well.            
In 2009, the team was activated eight times to deal with situations.  The most common situations were high risk search warrants.  These warrants generally involve an armed felon with other factors that raise the risk level.  In 2009, TRT served five warrants in Grant and Adams Counties, resulting in the arrests of a number of violent felons.  The targets of these warrants included armed robbers, drug dealers, and gang offenders.
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The most significant incident for the team in 2009, was the search for Lawrence Macken, a felony suspect wanted in Washington and California.  The TRT was called out four times in the days following his crime spree in Adams County.

Due to the nature of their responsibilities, TRT trains each month to maintain proficiency in their specialized skills.  In addition to this monthly training, a week is set aside each year for the team to complete additional exercises, including nighttime training. 
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